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8 Oderation will always be a Virtue, 
2 and it will always be uſeful, for 
E tbe governing of our Paſſions, when 
engag' d in any Controverſy; and 
| for the regulating of our Notions 
in many difficult Points in Divinity; and it's 
very often the beſt Rule, even in matters of the 
utmoſt importance, to obſerve the Golden Mean. 
And it cannot but be commendable in all the ge- 
nuine Sons of the Church of England, to follow 
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rtsa Tranſubſtantiation with rhe Roman Charch, 
Which is contrary to the Senſe and Reaſon of all 
Mankind ; nor affirms, that the Bread and Wine 
are made the Body and Blood of Chriſt, by the 
Deſcent of the Holy Ghoft upon them, which is 
impoſſible to be known without a Divige Reve- 
lation. She leayes a Sactament a Myſtery Ys as 
we aught to do; and Iam verily perſuaded, that 
whoever attempts to explain this Myſtery, or 
that of the Trinity, will plunge themſelves into 
moſt fatal Errors. 
In the caſe under conſideration, fhe recom- 
mends the divinely inlpir'd Scriptures, as an in- 
fallible Rule, to direct us fafely to everlaſting 
Happineſs ; but ſhe neither denies Tradition to 
be an excellent means of underſtanding the ſa-. 
cred Oracles, nor yet makes it a Rule of Faith } 
or Practice: and it had been an happ thing, if 3 
the Eſſentialiſts had uſed the ſame Moderation. 
In ſeveral: caſes in Morality, we cannot poſi- 
tively determine the fix d Bounds of Virtue and 
: 2 nor readily deſcry where our harmleſs Li- 
berty ends, and a finfal Exceſs does begin. Since 


I there is fo caly a Tranſition from Virtue * 
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to Vice, if oe allow our ſelves to approach the 


Borders of Sin as near as We conceive. that we 
may innocently do it, it will be no great wonder, 
if we inſenſibly paſs: over the Limits of our Duty, 
and immediately fall into the Snares of the Wicked 
one, and precipitate our ſelves into vide 


P ̃ %ðmdp d Taal 
But in ſeveral Points in Divinity, both Er. 
tremes are dangerous and fatal; if we 


from the Example of qur Church, and tranſgreſs 

the Bounds and Limits of Truth and Orthc 

Mm be 107 we fall into fatal Miſtakes, and 
find our ſelyes ſoon involved in Schilm or 


Here or both. 
. B that the Church of backed 


rett fays* 
is defedtiye and I am of opinion, that be has 
run into the contrary Extreme. 5 
He affirms*, that ſhe has great Deſects in 
matters of the higheſt conſequence, if we xa» 
mine them by her own Rule; and I declare, 
that he, prexeofiing to ſupply thoſe Defects, has 
fallen into greater Errors, if we try them by that 
very Rule. Which Rule, he ſays, is that only 
infallible Rale of true Reli gion j 1 * the Rule is 
this : ** That we hold and believe what is agree- + 
« able to the Doctrine of the Old or New Teſta» 
«« ment, and what the Catholick Fathers and an- 
tient Biſhops have collected from that very 
7 « Dodtrine” Now by the bye, this Rule was 
ry: * iven to the De: y the Conyocation in 
car 275 and the e holy Bilhops, and 
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l | pþfimitive Fathers, whoſe Teſtimonies he refer 
| us to, are thoſe who flouriſh'd before, or liy* 
about the Time of the Council of Mee. 
[ Now this Word about muſt include about 25 
Years after that Council, that h& might preis 
| into his Service the Teſtimony of St. Cyr#/ Biſhop 
; of Zeruſalem. 3 Yu Rag 
ö This Learned Gentleman gives bis Reaſons 
why he fix d upon this Period s, not only be- 
*« cauſe all the Learned allow it to have been 
* the pureſt and moſt uncorrupt Age of the 
* Church; but alſo becauſe the Charifniard, or 
miraculous Gifts and Graces of the Holy Spi- 
«« rit, were ſo long undoubtedly continued in 
the Church.” And theſe may be his true Rea - 
ſons; but Il venture to mention another pru- 
dential Reaſon, why he ſhould extend his En- 
quiries ſo far beyond the Council of Nice, as to 
take in St. Cyril: For otherwiſe, he could not 
have produc d any one expreſs Teſtimony, from 
any one authentick Author, for his Prayer of In- 
vocation. Now in the Directions receiv'd by 
the Biſhops in the Year 1582, they were adviſed 
to be determined by the Authority of the Fathers 
that flouriſh'd in the firſt ix Centuries after Chr s/?, 
or thereabouts, and no longer, becauſe then the 
Papacy began ®. | 

For the like Reaſon, I think, that we ſhould. 
not in this Diſpute admit of the Teſtimony of 
the Greek Fathers that flouriſh'd after the Coun- 
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cil of Nice, becauſe in that fourth Century Cor: 

ruprions began to cteep into the Eaſtern Churches, 

This Learned Divine lays”, that all Proteſtants . 

pretend to adhere to the former part of the be· 

foremention d Rule, bur take it in very ee | 
euſes. 

2 A. But the Rule is ſure and infallible, the la- 


terpretets only fallible. 


He there àsks, What then ſhall an bongſt 8 
well. meaning Man go in this caſe? | 
A. The DoQtor ſeems to forget, how the a 
oreli Rule Was given to the Clergy, and not 
to oth well- meaning Chriſtian ;_ and I hope he 

will no deprive the People of their Bibles. 

He adds, it is laid by ſome, Let every Man 
e ſearch the Scriptures for himſelf with - ho- 
«* neſt ſincere 16589 and God will enable him 
* to underſtand them rightly, ſo oy as it is ne. 
0 ceſfary to Salyation. 

"A. If the Learned Clergy. had \ 4 led chem; 
into Schiſm and Hereſy, t is Rule would have. 
been ſufficient for ide common People, if they 
had alſo takei care to lead a good Life, accord- 
ing to our Saviour's Direction, St. John vii. 17. 
and applied themſelves to their proper Miniſters, 
upon proper Occaſions. 

But he farther obſerves “, that the Rule which 


I ſome give to the well. meaning Chriſtians, is 


falſe one, and appears to be ſo in fact, which 
«js the moſt evident Demonſtration,” and his- 
Reaſon is, becauſe Fray one ſhall give a diffe- 
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tent Senſe of the ſame Text, tho' they all fol- 
low the ſame Rule, T i 
A 1 have taken your Directions, and admit of | 
the latter Patt of your own Rule, as well as the | 
former, and have carefully conſiderd the Teſti- 
monies of thoſe Fathers which. you recommend 
that I might attain to a right Underſtanding of 
thoſe Texts which are alledged to juſtify your 
Prayer of Invocation. Now you affirm, that it 
ought to be receiv'd ; but I who follow the fame 
Rule as you do, fay that it ought not to be made 
Part of the Communion Service. Our Opinions 
are widely different, therefore in your own way 
of Reaſoning your own Rule is falſe and deceit- 
fal, and appears to be ſo in fact, which is the 
moſt evident Demonſtration. But the truth is, 
the Sacred Scripture is an infallible Rule, and 
the Direction given for a right underſtanding of 
it may be very proper; yet the Wicked One, 
the wicked World, or Man's own wicked Heart, 
may caſt ſuch a Miſt before a Man's Eyes, or 
ſuch a Cloud over his Mind, that he cannot per- 
ceive that, which another can plainly underſtand 3 
undet the very ſame Directions; tho' we are not 
able to give any certain account of the matter, 
or aſſign the particular Reaſon, The Doctor de- 
clares , that the conſtant univerſal Tradition of 
the Church, © is that ſyfficient Means by Which 

* we may come to the Knowledge of things 
„ neceſſary to Salvation; and that this Tradi- 


tion is the only Method we now have, where. 
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% by we may come to the underſtanding of the 
«« Scriptures; and particularly the things there- 
in contain'd which are neceſſary to Salvation.“ 

A Tradition is an excellent means of attai- 
ning to the true ſenſe of Scripture: But I can 
mention one method by which we may arrive 
at a good knowledge of Scripture, and that is, 
the comparing of one Text of Scripture with 
another. And by this means interpret I Gacynoas 
by £xae51oas, which is quite contrary to your 
way of interpreting it by Tradition ; which 
with me argues, that Tradition is not the only 
method, nor always the ſureſt way of interpre- 
ting the Holy Oracles. 

But he adds ,. Even the Scripture itſelf 
* ſends us to Tradition, Deut. xxxii. 7. Fer. vi. 
* 16. Iſaiah viii. 2.” St. Paul ſays", Now JI 
praiſe you, Brethren, that ye remember me in 
all things, and keep the Ordinances (or Tra- 
ditions) as J delivered them to you. And a- 

ain ®, Therefore, Brethren, ſtand faſt, and 
old the Traditions which ye have been taught, 
whether by Word or our Epiſtle. And ſoon after 
he ſays v, Now we command you, Brethren, in 
the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye 
withdraw yourſelves from every Brother that 


N walteth diſorderly, and not after the Tradition 
JF #-ih he receiv'd of us. © Here (adds he) 


we ſee plain mention of Traditions deliver'd 
by word of Mouth, as well as by Epiltles ; 
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de widely different, therefore in 188 old w. 
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1 ha taken your Directions and adivit of 
1 latter Patt of your own Rule, as well a 95 

is 
u recommen 
ehar 1 might artain to à right Ubderſtanding of 
thoſe Texts which are aledged ts juſtify your 
Prayet of Invocation. Now voti affirm, that it 
ought to be recefvd; but I whs' follow the Tac 
Rule as you do, ſay that jt ought not to be thade 
Part of the Comminijon Service. Our O. pinions 


of Reaſoning your own Rule is falſe and deceit- 
al, arid s to be fo in fact, which is the 
moſt evident Demonſtration. But the truth is, 
the Sacred Scri 
the Direction given for a right ungerſtandi 
it may be very proper; yer the Wicked 
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the wicked World, or Man's own wicked 2 | 


may caſt fuch a Miſt before 4 Man's Eyes, or 

ſuch a Cloud ovet his Mind, that he cannot per- 
ceive that, which another can plainly underſtan, 
undet the very ſame Directions ; tho we are not 
able to give any certain account of the matter, 


* neceſſary to Salvation; and that this 
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% by we may come to the underſtanding of the 
« Scriptures ; and particularly the N there- . 
in contain'd which are neceſſary to Salvation.” 
A Tradition is an excellent means of attai- 
ning to the true ſenſe of Scripture: But I can 
mention one method by which we may arrive 
at a good knowledge of Scripture, and that is, 
the comparing of one Text of Scripture with 
another. And by this means interpret I VH 
by Lxae51oas, which is quite contrary to your 
way of interpreting it by Tradition ; which 
with me argues, that Tradition is not the only 
method, nor always the ſureſt way of interpre- 
ting the Holy Oracles. 
But he adds as, Even the Scripture itſelf 
* ſends us to Tradition, Deut. xxxii. 7. Fer. vi. 
* 16. 1/azab viii. 2.” St. Paul ſays", Now 1 
praiſe you, Brethren, that ye remember me in 
all things, and keep the Ordinances (or Tra- 
ditions) as J delivered them to you. And a- 
ain*®, Therefore, Brethren, ſtand faſt, and 
old the Traditions which ye have been taught, 
whether by Word or our Epiſtle. And ſoon after 
he ſays?, Now we command you, Brethren, in 
the Name of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that ye 
MM 2:thdraw yourſelves from every Brother that 
= walketh diſorderly, and not after the Tradition 
= 722:ich he receiv'd of us. * Here (adds he) 
we ſee plain mention of Traditions deliver'd 
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and the Scriptures themſelves, both of the 
„Old and New. Teſtament, are ſo far from 
condemning true and primitive Tradition, 
«© that they plainly recommend it to us, as the 
** beſt and ſureſt Rule by which we ought to be 
directed in our Chriſtian Practice.“ And Dr. | 
| Brett farther argues d, that it is evident from 
11 the Scriptures themſelves, that the whole of 
„ Chriſtianity was at firſt deliverd by Oral 
| * Tradition, and commanded to be obſerv'd; 


therefore, where we have a certain indubit- 
| able 'Eyidence of Apoſtolical Tradition, we 
A ate no leſs oblig d to obſerve and keep it, 
| than if we found it clearly revealed to us 

| in the Holy Scriptures. Again, for as much | 
as the Scriptures of the New Teſtament, do 

«« reſtify that the Chriſtian Religion was at firſt 7 

«« deliverd by Tradition, and that we are as 
i «© much oblig d to obſerve what we find to have 
| been ſo deliver'd, as what we find to have 
i been written by the Apoſtles; and theſe 
ſi } Scriptures do no where teach, that all things 
FER Hogs by our Saviour or his. Apoſtles, as ne- 
** ceſlary to Salvation, are there collected and 
there recorded, it evidently follows, that 
„ Where. we have certain and ugdoubred Teſti- 
„ mony of any thing's being .deliver'd by the 
«+ Apoltles.as neceſſary. to be practiſed, we are 
as much obliged to practiſe accordingly, as 
if we were requir'd to do ſo by any Text of 
„ Scripture. And whatever has Autiquity, U- 


— — 6— x — _ 


9 2 78, 79 81. | e 1 
« univerſality, * 


( 11 ) 


«. wverſality, and Conſent, has ſuch certain 
and undoubred Teſtimony. 
A. If the Doctor had all along join'd Scrip- 


ture and Tradition, I had never written an 


Anſwer to this Treatiſe ; but here he manifeſt- 
ly makes Tradition diſtinct from Scripture, the 
«© beſt and ſureſt Rule by which we ought to 


he directed in our Chriſtian Practice. 


And here he plainly departs from his own 
Rule before laid down, and evidently contra- 
dicts himſelf", where he poſitively and expreſly 
conſents to what I contend for, namely, That 
it is neceſſary, for the right underſtanding of 
our Duty as Chriſtians, that we join together 
* Scripture and Tradition.” 

It is certain that St. Paul recommended Tra- 
dition; herein we are agreed. | 

Bur the Queſtion now is, not whether St. 
Paul recommended Tradition before all the 
Books of the New Teſtament were written, as 
certainly they were not when St. Paul gave 
thoſe Directions, but whether, now the Canon 


of the New Teſtament is compleated, there be 


any thing, which our bleſſed Saviour and his 
holy Apoſtles raught as neceſſary to be belie- 
ved and praQtifed, in order to Salvation, tranſ- 
mitted down to us by Tradition only. 

When the Eſſentialiſts have prov'd this, and 
given us a Detail of all ſuch neceſſary Points of 
Faith and Practice, they will have gain'd this 


Point, but as yet they have not done it. 
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This excellent Writer owns f, That meer 


Oral Tradition, deliver'd from Father to Son, 
** corroborated by no written Evidence, is by 
no means to be relied upon for any long 
** Succeſſion.” I add; nor any written Tra- 
dition that has not a good Foundation in the 
Word of God. 25: S 

This great Divine alſo declares*, That 
* where a Tradition is contrary to a divine 
Command, ſuch a Tradition is not to be fol- 
*« low'd.” If there may be ſuch a Tradition, 
then I think it no certain nor infallible Rule. 

A Tradition that contradicts the Word of 
God, undoubtedly is to be rejected. The Opi 
nions of the bleſſed Martyrs are often to b 
corrected by the- inſpired Scriptures ; but the 
Doctrine of the Holy Bible is never to be re- 
formed by the ancient Fathers. | 

Dr. Brett ſays", That where we have a 
certain and undoubted Teſtimony of any 
** thing's being delivered by the Apoſtles, as 
*« neceſſary to be practiſed, we are as much 
*« obliged to praCtiſe accordingly, as if we 
were to do ſo by any Text of Scripture.” 

A. True; but then I am of Opinion that 
there is no ſuch thing ſo deliver'd down to us 
by Tradition only. | 

Before the Scriptures of the New Teſtament 
were written, Tradition was the Chriſtian's 
Rule. When Sr. Paul had written his Epiſtles 
to the Theſſalonians and Corinthians, and part 
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nly of the New Teſtament was written, then 
radition and ate were the Chriſtians 
Rule; but when all the Books of the New 
Teſtament were written, then, I believe, the 
criptures remained the Chriſtians only ſure and 
Allible Rule for all things to be believed and 
raQtiſed as neceſſary to Salvation. 
But ſays heb, The Scriptures do no where 
reach that all things taught by our Saviour, 
or his Apoſtles, as neceſſary to Salyation, 
are there collected and recorded.” | 
A. But I believe that Dey were written by 
ſpiration, that they might be to us a ſure and 
fallible Rule in all Points neceſſary to Salya- 
on. 
Here then we diſagree. 
The Queſtion is, who muſt be the Judge be- 
irt us? | 
And I appeal to Tradition, and will ſtand by 
e determination of the antient Fathers; and 1 
eſume that the Eſſentialiſts cannot refuſe to 
ſo too. 
Now a learned and judicious Author has 


A 

1 

I ov'd this Point for me, from Tradition“. I 
all ſelect only eight of his Teſtimonies. 

St. Irenæus ſpeaking of the Goſpel, reaches, 
chat the Apoſtles deliver'd it to us in the 
FF Scriptures, to be the Foundation and Pillar of 
our Faith. And he complains, that when the 
Hereticks he writ againſt were confuted out of 
Scripture, they ſet themſelves to accuſe Scrip-. 
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«+ tures, as if we had them not right, or as if 
„ they wanted Authoriry, or as differently ex- 
preſſed, and becauſe Truth cannot be found 
«« out by their help, except by ſuch as are 
* acquainted with Tradition. Tertullian a- 
„ dores the fulneſs of Scriptures. St. Clemens i 
% Alexanarimus, lays, we ule the Scriptures as 
the Criterion to find out things. We do 
„ not wait for the-Teſtimony of Men, but 
prove that which is ſought after by the Voice 
of the Lord, which is more ſatisfactory than 
* alt Demonſtration; or rather, is the only 
Demonſtration. Says St. Cyprian, if it bei 
** commanded in the Goſpel, or be contained 
in the Epiſtles or Acts of the Apoſtles, —— 
* let this divine and holy Tradition be obſerv'd. WM: ge 
«« St. Athanaſius tells Marcellinus, that the "Rb 
holy and divinely inſpired Scriptures, ——areF. - 
the Wells of Salvation, in theſe only is the a 
Doctrine of Godlineſs declar'd. St. Ba/il de. Mt. 
** clares, that all ſcripture is divinely inſpired, < 
and profitable, being written by the Spirit ono. 
„ purpoſe, that here, as in a common Hoſpita 
« for Souls, every one may collect a Medicine 4. 
*« for his o] Paſſions, Gr. and all that is be rar 
« ſides the divinely inſpired Scriptures, being o 
„not of Faith, is Sin.“ St. Gregory Nyſſei Nhe 
5 the Holy Scriptures, the Rule and Law o Ne 
all Doctrine. Says Theod. Our Buſineſs i ef 
{© Hot to ſeek after the things that have beei rect 
kept in ſilence, but to ſtick to thoſe that ar 
6.6 written.” Rena gan 1 8 daun ; 
And now, methinks, according to theſe plain 


* 


s) 


and full Evidences, the Scriptures contain all 
things neceſſary to Salvation ; and that nothing 
is tranſmitted down to us by Tradition only, 


as if 
ex. 
ound 


5 arc ¶that is neceſſary to be believed or practiſed in 
* 2 order to Salvation; which is what I was to 
mens rove b Tradition. A . | 7 vf 
es as Bur the Author of this Treatiſe of Tradition 
e do ſays?, ++ That we have nothing but Tradition 

but : to teach us that the firſt Day of the Week 
Voice „ ought to be kept holv.“ 45 3 
than il A. When the Jewiſh ſeventh Day Sabbath 
any Vas aboliſh'd *, we have no gaod: reaſon to be- 
it be 


Wicve but that ſome one Day in the Week 
rained iy ould be appointed to be kept holy to the Lord 
Ir the room of it: And the New Teſtament 
ſerv d. does afford ſufficĩient Arguments to convince us 
t the hat this was the firſt Day of the Wack. 
ere The great Fehoueh created the World in / ſix 
is the Pays, and xefted the ſeventh Day and ſanctiſied 
de. t-; and the bleſſed Jeſus having made himſelf 
ſpire. Sacrifice for the Redemprion of all Mankind, 
irit on oſe from the Dead on the firſt Day of the 
oſpita week“; and as he declared himſelf Lord of the 
dicin 85 24bath<, fo we think that the Feſtival was 
is be ¶tranſlated from the ſeventh Day of the Week, 

beinahe that upon Which our Saviour roſe again from 
NMiſen She Dead; and that this is fairly ĩntimated in the 
Law o New Teſtament, For it was on the firſt Day 
nels of the Week, the Day of our Saviour's'Reſur- 
- beenireQion, that the Apoſfles received thoſe miracu- 
hat a!——- - — — 
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ſe pla &,. bid. liens, 
and 1 


2 


( 16 ) 


tous Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, whereby they 
the Goſpel to all the 


were enabled to publi 
World; and thar too in Languages given them 
by Inſpiration ; and it was upon the firſt Day of 
the Week, that the Diſciples (as Chriſtians) 
came together to break Bread, f. e. to celebrate 


a 8 a, OE a= 


the Holy Enchariſt*; and St. Pau order'd the 

Corinthians to lay by ſomething for Alms upon f 
the firſt Day of the Week ; and St. John tells ¶thir 
us, that he was in the Spirit on the Lord's Day *. rei 
Now to uſe Dr. Brett's own Words“, If a Go, 
Man take theſe Hints and Intimations which kno: 
*« he finds in the Scripture, and expounds them Mand 
„% by the Tradition of the Church, then he 

will be convinced that there was an Apoſto- WF 
« lical Direction given to all Chriſtians to ob- ive 
«« ſerve. and keep holy the firſt Day of the e 


Week; and that it was the firſt Day of the 
was call'd the Lord's 


This Duty then is not to be learned from 1 


% Week and no other that 
« Day.“ f | 


Tradition only, but Scripture expounded by 


means by which we come to the right 
— thereof. | | 


This Author fays*, © That it is by Tradition 
that we muſt know what is Scripture, and i 

« what is not ſo, that it is the Rule to kaow 
the Canon of the New iſ 
<<. Teſtament, that is, by the Tradition and Au- 


„ what Books make up 


ants 
— — — — — — 


L d Ads ii. I, Oe. 


i. 10. n p. 23, 24. 4 b. 32, 136, 139. 


Ttadition, which is allowed to be a very pro- 


e Adds xx. 7. f 1 Cor. vi. 2. Rer. 


216 thority 


—_—  - 
« thority of the Church, and no other, that 
« we receive the Books of the New Teſtament 
as the inſpired Rule of the Chriſtian Faith and 
* Worſhip: For there is no part of the New 
*+« Teſtament which teaches us what Books were 
* written by inſpiration, and what were not ſo; 
„or that theſe Books are to be the Rule 
of our Faith and Practice. | 

A. I anſwer firſt, that though we have no- 
thing but Tradition for the Canon of the New 
Teſtamenr, we are content, and thankful ro 
God for his good Providence; but we have 
more than Tradition for the Rule of our Faith 
and Practice, and that is the unerring Word of 


= Secondly, I would gladly have an Inſtance 
iven of any one neceſſary Duty, taught by 
be Apoſtles, and delivered to us by Tradition 
SPnly; bur this can be no Inſtance or Proof 
Whereof; for this cannot be one of thoſe Tradi- 
ions recommended by Sr. Paul, for many 
SBooks of the New Teſtament were written after 


A t. Paul had recommended Tradition; and the 
pro- 3 zooks thereof were not collected by the A- 
ight WP oftles, nor was the Canon of the New Teſta- 
ent compleared till after the Death of the 
poſtles k. i 7 
Tbirahy, Though we believe that the Books 
f the New Teſtament were written by the 
poſtles and Evangeliſts, upon the Authority 
f che Church, yer we do not believe the Goſ- 
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pet to be the Word of God, upon the Teſtimo- 
nies of the ancient Fathers, but upon farther 
Examination, and for ſeveral other ſatisfactory 
reaſons. ] Ty r 
"He adds, No Man can tell what Books 
are divinely inſpired, and what are apocryphah 
«© bur by Tradition.” ib 

A. But, thanks be to God, we have more 
than fallible Tradition for to guide us in the 
way to everlaſting Felicity, even his own infal-· 
lible written Word. 5% nit | 

This el 6 Divine argues v. That God WW 
has appointed Tradition as the beſt and ſafeſt 
Guide to direct how to underſtand the Scri 


% tures, even in matters neceſſary to Salvation 4 
« of all.” * ads, 1 


* 
- 


. 


_ 
=_— 


A. The Scriptures ſometimes command Tra. 


ditions to be obſerved, . but never, I believe, re- 


ay 
x 
br 
* 


4 
. 


commend it as our beſt and ſureſt Guide to di- 
rect us how to underſtand the ſame. And our 
Saviour teaches us to have a care that we do 
not. tranſgreſs the Commandment of God by 
our Tradition®. Dr. Brett ſays, our Saviour dic 
not blame the Phari/ees for having a regard to 


Tradition, but for ſetting up an Opinion or . 
Decree of their Fathers, againſt the expreſ -- 
„Law of God.“ And, I think, that the '-- 
Eſſentialiſts lie under the Cenſure of our Sa tr. 
viour, by making the Commandment of God £1 
of none effect by their Tradition; for the Lord dr 
Jeſus conſecrated the euchariſtical Bread and th 
| P. 31,138, . 32. 25S: Matth. xy,2,3,6, ». 3 4 710 
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timo. 
rther Wine into his Body and Blood, by a thankſgi- 
tory ving Prayer and his divine Word, and comman- 
gdedus to do as he did ?; but they teach and di- 
zooks rect, that the Bread and Wine in the Lord's 
'phal, Supper, ſhould be conſecrated by their Prayer 
of Invocation, which is directly contrary to 
more what the bleſſed Ze/as commands. And I 
1. the think, that the Texts of Scripture produced 
infal : to prove that our God has appointed Tradition 
J as the beſt and ſafeſt Guide to direct us how 
God to underſtand the ſacred Oracles, do not come 
up fully to the Point. The firſt Text is*, Re-, 
Scrip - nember the Days of old, conſider the Tears of 
ation 1any Generations, ack thy Father, and he 


will ſhew thee; thy Elders, and they will 
tell thee; that is, look back as far as you are 
able, conſult the moſt ancient Records, and ad- 
vile with the moſt aged Perſons, and you may 
be inform'd how the Almighty choſe your Fore- 
Fathers, and has dealt with you, ever ſince you 
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d by were brought out of the Land of Æg yt. | 
ur didi The next Text is, Thus ſaith the Lord, 
ud te nd pe in the Ways, and ſee, and ack for the 


old Paths, where is the good Way, and walk 
therein, and ye ſhall find reft for your Souls, 
i. e. follow the Example of the ancient Pa- 


on o'li 
xprel; 'F 
t the 


r S2, triarchs and holy Men of old, and not the Prac- 
God tices and Devices of thoſe who have of late ſe- 
Loro duced. you into Error. This - Paſſage then, 
an though more to the purpoſe than the former, 
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* or Tradition of their Fathers alſo.” Now 
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yet does not clearly make out the thing it was 
brought to prove. : 9 
The next Proof is much leſs to the purpoſe; 

ſays the Doctor, So L/aiab calls the People 
not only to the Law, but to the Teſtimony, 


by comparing together the 16 and 20 Verſes 
of this Chapter, we may ap hat that Law and i 
Teſtimony here ſignify only the Oracles of God; 
and Teſtzmony here is ſo far from ſignifying Tra- 
ditions, that it rather ſignifies the Promiſes con- 
rain'd in the Word of God, as it plainly does 
Pal. xciii. 5. ! Ge. | | 
The Texts quoted out of the New Teſta- 
ment mention Traditions, but fay nothing of 
their being the beſt and ſureſt Guide, for the In- 
terpreters of the ſacred Oracles*. For my 
part, I think, that right Reaſon has a better 
Claim than Tradition, to the Privilege and Ho- 
nour of being the beſt and ſureſt Guide to dire 
us how to underſtand the Scriptures, and for Wſ- 
being a Rule of Faith and Practice. For natu- WW 
ral Religion was before. reveal'd Religion, and 
Reaſon was a Rule of Faith and Practice before 
Tradition was; and right Reaſon is ſtill, in ſome i 
Caſes, a Rule of Faith and Practice. It is by 
Reaſon that an Infide] muſt be brought to ad- 
mit of Revelation; and it is by Principles of 
Reaſon, that we muſt prove the Being, Exiſtence, 8 
and Majeſty of God, which is the firſt Principle 
and Foundation; and in the Application of ge- 
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neral Rules to particular Caſes, we are ſtill oſten 
left to the guidance of right Reaſon. 
And Reaſon is as earneſtly recommended in 
Scripture as Tradition. N 
As Man was created in the Image of God”, 
fo the Spirit of Man (lays Solomon) is the 
Candleof the LORD, ſearching all the inward 
parts of the Belly*. Says the ever living God”, 
I call Heaven and Earth to record this Day 
ageinſt you, that I have ſet before you Life and 
Death, Bleſſing and Curſing, therefore chuſe 
Life, that thou and thy Seed may live, Here 
Dit is plain, the God of 1/rae! treated with the 
W 7ews as free Agents, and required of them to 
make ſo good a uſe of their Reaſon, as to chuſe 
that which ſhould tend moſt to their own real 
Happineſs. And the Almighty directly call'd 
upon his People to make uſe of their Reaſon, 
- Saying *, Remember this and ſbew your ſelven 
en; and blamed them, bccauſe*, They were 
% to do evil, but to do good they had no 
- Enowledge. And fays*, Happy is the Man 
bart jindeth Wiſdom, and the Man that 
ertetb Under ſtanding. For the Merchandiſe 
Vit is better than the Merchandiſe of Silver, 
n the Gain thereof than fine Gold. She is 
yore precious than Rubies, aud all the things 
bo car'ft deſire are not to be compared unto 
ence, er. Length of Days is in her right Hand: 
xciple and in her left Hand Riches and Honour. 
ge- ee e RK eee , 


— en. i. 265. = Prov. xx. 27. y Deut. xxx. 19. 2Ifaiah 
6. i. 8. Jer. iv, 22, d Prov. iii. 13, 18. | 
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Her Ways are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all 
her Paths are Peace. She is a Tree of Life to 
them that lay hold upon her; and happy is 
every one that retaineth her. Again, Keep 
found Wiſdom and Diſcretion. do ſhall they 
be Life unto thy Soul, and Grace unto thy 
Neck. Then ſhalt thou walk in thy Way ſafe- 
ly, and thy Foot ſhall not ſtumble. And when 
the Heathens acted ſo far below their Character, 
as reaſonable Creatures, as to make and worſhip 
Idols, the P/a/miſt bitterly reproaches them, 
laying *, They that make them are like unto 
them; fo is every one that truſteth in them. i 
And L/aiah the Prophet endeavouring to 1e- il 
cure the People from Idolatry *, appeals to the 
Reaſon of all Mankind, and elegantly and large- 
ly diſcovers the Folly and Abſurdity of People's 
thinking that the Work of Men's Hands could 
have any Divinity in them; and then adds*, 4 
deceitful Heart hath turned him aſide, that he 
cannot deliver his Soul, nor ſay, is there not 
4 Lye in my right Hand ; as much as to ſay, 
if vulgar Errors and a ſtrong Prejudice, a vile 
Tradition and a polluted Heart, had not per- 
verted his Underſtanding, his own Reaſon might 
have told, that that could not be a God which 
was made by mortal Men; wherefore it is faids, 3 
Remember this, and ſhew your ſelues Men. 
And the LORD of Hoſts expoſtulating with 
his People, for offering polluted Bread upon his 
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Altar, gives them to underſtand how unreaſon- 
able and inconſiderate ſuch their Proceedings 
were“: And if ye offer the blind for Sacrifice, 
is it not evil? and if ye offer the lame and 
ſick is it not evil? offer it now unto thy Go- 
vernor, will he be pleaſed with thee, or accept 
thy Perſon? And our bleſſed Saviour ſaid to 
the 7eus, Zea, and why even of yourſelves 
Judge ye not what is right: As if he had ſaid, 


ciples of right Reaſon, which would have been 
a means to have induced you to have received 
both me and my Doctrine? And what St. 
Paul fays*, is directly to our purpoſe, and ma- 
nifeſtly ſhews the vaſt uſe of right Reaſon in 
Religion; That which may be known of God, 
is manifeſt in them: Ci. e. the Sons of Men} 
for God hath ſhewed it unto them. For the in- 
vi ſible things of him, from the Creation of the 
World, are clearly ſeen, being under ſtood by 
the things that are made, even his eternal 
Power and Godhead. And his Precept is', 
Prove all things, hold faſt that which is good. 
And the fame Apoſtle ® ſhews, that the more 
obvious Principles of Religion, belong to Chil- 
dren, but the more difficult Points belong unto 
Men, whoſe diſcerning Faculties have been im- 
proved by uſe. | 

And the Miracles which were wrought to 
prove the divine Authority of the ſacred Scrip- 


b Mal i. 8, i Se. Luke xii. 57. | * Rom. i. 19, 20. 
| I Thel. v. 21. m Heb. v. 13, 14. 
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why do you not proceed according to the Prin- 
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( 24 ) 
tures, were Appeals to the Senſe and Reaſon of 
all Mankind. Bur altho' Reafon is of more ge- 
neral uſe than Tradition, and more frequently 
made uſe of, and it is incumbent on us to im- 
prove fo great a Bleſſing of Heaven, and altho', 
whilſt we receive ſome things which are above 
our Reaſon, we are not to admit of any Doc- 
trine that is repugnant to right Reaſon ; yet we 
are not to truſt too much to it in this our de- 
praved State of Nature, for fear we ſhould mif- 
take falſe Reaſonings for the Dictates of right 
Reafon. Certainly Reaſon is not made of no 
effect by the Grace of God, but whilſt it is ſub- 
ſervient to Revelation, it is very ſerviceable to 
Religion. And if the Ag yptians had acted 
like Men, they had never adored ſuch vile Crea- 
tures, nor worſhipped ſuch ſcandalous Deities i 
as they did. RR IN ; IF 
But if we extol it too highly, and rely upon 
it too much, it may precipirate us, with the 
Free. Thinkers, into moſt fatal Errors. | 
Says Sr. Paul”, Where is the Wiſe? where 
i the Scribe? where is the Diſputer of this 
World? hath not God made fooliſh the W:i/dom 
of this World? i. e. hath not God diſcovered 
the Wiſdom of the Gentile Philoſophers, and 
Fewsſh Doctors, to be but Folly, in comparifon 
of the diſpenſation of the Goſpel. And in his 
Epiſtle to the Coloſſians, he adviſes us to take 
eare that we he not ſeduced by Heathen Philo- 
ſophy, tho' fer off with the moſt ſpecious Pre- 
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(45) : 
tences; nor by the legal Obſetvations, nor hu- 
mane Traditions of the Jews. Beware (ſays 
he) leſt any Man ſpoil: you through Philoſophy 
and vain Deceit, after the Tradition of Men, 
after the Rudiments of the World, and not 
after Chriſt, . 2 | 

Mr. Rapin v thinks, That we cannot but 
ebe eaſily convinced that humane Reaſon ne- 
« yer ſhone forth with ſo much natural Force 
„and Vigour, as in Plato and Ari/totle ; moſt 
«« certain it is, that by the Power of their na- 
*« tural Faculties, they had dived ſo far into the 
*« moſt impenetrable Abyſs of Nature, that 
„ ſcarce any thing ſeems to have eſcaped their 
view; a thouſand Ages, and a thouſand Lives, 
will never produce any thing that can be com- 
menſurate to the extent of their almoſt im- 


L menſe Capacities.” Now ſince theſe ſo much 
FF admij'd Philoſophers, did greatly err in many 


IT things of vaſt importance, it ſhould reach us not 
to rely too much upon our own Reafon ; for 
che weakneſs of that Reaſon which has ap- 
pear'd fo ſublime, in Perſons of the greateſt Parts, 
mould reach us to diſtruſt our own, and to be 
very thankful to God for the ſacred Scriptures, 
chat only infallible Rule both of Faich and 
Practice. | 

= Juſt fo we ſhould make the beſt uſe we can 
of Tradition, which is of vaſt and frequent uſe 
in very many Points of Religion; but then we 
ſhould be abundantly careful nor to rely upon 
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it too much, nor to miſtake that for an Apoſto- 
lical Tradition which is not ſo: for otherwiſe 
we may be led into fearful Miſtakes;; the Idola- 
try, and other manifold Corruptions of the 
Church of Rome, are a deplorable Inſtance 
thereof. Jt ” 
Our learned Adverſary takes a Pleaſure in 
recommending this Rule laid down by St. 
Auſtin , Whatſoever the univerſal Church 
*© holdeth, and which was not- inſtituted by 
any Council, but has been always obſerved, 
that we moſt rightly conclude to have been 
* a Tradition, derived from Apoſtolical Autho- 
«© rity.” And he juſtly admires that Rule of 
Vincentius Lirinenſis*, who aſſures us, that 
the way to ſecure us perfectly found in the right 
Faith, is, by God's Grace, upon theſe two 
Foundations. Firſt, Upon the Authority of 
the Holy Scripture ; and (becauſe the ſacred i 
Oracles are expounded various ways) after 
that, upon the Tradition of the Catholick 
+** Church:” And who farther reaches, that 
it ought to be our firſt and principal Care to 
chuſe ſuch Doctrines as we find to have been 
believed zn all Places, at all Times, and by 
All the Faithful. For there is nothing oy 3 
and properly Catholick (as the Word ſuffi- 
cCiently declares) but what truly and fully 
comprehends all theſe. And we are thus 
Catholick, when we follow Diver ſality, 
HAntiquity, and unanimous Conſent. | 
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oj AR ( 27) 1 We 
dola- RB Now fays Dr. Bretti, The Doctrines and 
F the © Practices of the Church of Rome, which 
tance «« we juſtly charge her with as Corruptions, 
Will by no means bear the Teſt in all theſe 
re in points, Antiquity, Univerſality, and Con- 
y St. «+ /ent: But wherever they will bear this Teſt 
hurch ** in one Particular, they certainly fail in ano- 
d by tber. Thus, if any of them have Anti- 
rved, Bl © 9uity, they fail in Vniverſality and Conſent. 
been Wl © —— Or if they have Univerſality, then 
utho- they have fail'd in Antiquity and Conſent. 
ile of Bur (fays he) generally, I believe I 
may fay univerſally, they all fail in the Point 


right of Antiquiry. And . we can trace the 
two ll © Original of them, and find them to fall 
ity of much ſhort of the Apoſtolical Age, or the 
acred Time of the Council of Nice.” 


after Here then (foraſmuch as falſe Traditions havę 


lick WF been impos'd upon Mankind in feveral Ages) 1 
that ſhall carefully try and examine whether the 
re to Traditions which the Eſſentialiſts would impoſe 
been upon us, be truly primitive and Apoſtolical. 
ud And I think, that I can truly fay. the fame 
truly things againſt moſt of the main Points in dif- 
Rl pute, as has been ſaid againſt moſt of the Cor- 


Tuptions of the Church of Rome, for they will 
by no means bear the Teſt of the aforeſaid 
three Marks of Orthodoxy. And (accordin 

ro the former part of the Doctor's own Rule) 
I will add one thing more, not here taken no- 
tice of, namely, that at leaſt three of the four 
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Points have no manner of Ground or Founda- 
tion in the Word of;God.. And. 
- Firſt, The Eſſentialiſts have made praying 
for the Dead, part.of the Communion Service. 
Now there is not the leaſt Intimation in any 
part of the ſacred Scriptures, that ſuch a Prayer 
for the Dead ought to be made any part of the 
Euchariſtical Service, Here then this very an- 
tient Cuſtom fails in the moſt material Point. 
St. Juſtin Martyr ſays, Aſter the Believer 
* is baptized, and fo. incorporated and made 
„one with us, we lead him to the Congrega- 
tion of the Brethren, and then with great 
** fervency pour out our Souls in common Pray- 
ers, both for ourſelves, for the Perſon bap- 
++ tiſed, and for all others all the World over — 
And then Prayers being over, they proceeded 
to the Euchariſtical Service, as that holy Martyr i 
there declares. Wherefore no ſuch Prayer as 
this was then part of their Communion Ser- 
vice, for that was only cuchariſtical ; nay, it 
was excluded their publick Worſhip, for they 
pray'd only for thoſe who were Inhabitants of 
ERR II IE. i Boos -ratts 
This Cuſtom then wants Antiquity, and ought 
not to be impoſed upon us as an Apoſtolical 
TRE: 5 5H IE | 
It was uſed indeed in Tertullian's Days, and 
conſequently a little after St. Juſtius time; and 
ſo I have trac d out the Original of this Prac- 
fice, : , 1 I 8 
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The ſecond thin which the Eſſentialiſts have 
introduc'd, is the oblatory Prayer. 
But God has not required it, and they ought 


not to teach for NoArines the Commandments 
of Men. 


Dr. Hicks rells us, that a Sacrifice (as it 2 


a religious Action 


WD whom the Gift is offered. 


eceſſary Rite of blation. 


— — 


niſies the whole 0 0 Adminiſtration) 


But then he declares , Indeed the bare Act 
of offering in itſelf, without ſpeaking a Word, 
is an Act of religious Worſhip.” 
Now, according to this Deſcription and Ac- 
Punt of a Sacrifice, I think, that it appears, 
Hat not a vocal Prayer, but a real Action is che 


\. 


” 


or Operation] of a Prieſt; 
ordinary or extraordinary, by which a Gift 
W-- brought is ſolemnly offered, according to the 
F Rights and Obſervations of any Religion, 
in, before, at, or upon any Place, unto any 
| God, to honour and worſhip him, and there- 
by acknowledge. him to be Gadd Lord*.” 
And he, makes Act ion the Summen Genus 
J f Sacrifice, becauſe ſacrificing muſt be Action. 
be ſubject of this Action is a Gift drought, 
nd aQually. offered to God. 8 
== The Object therefore of chis Worſhip i is God, 
The Efficient, who offers the Gift, is a Prieſt. 
The End of offering it, is to honour, wor- 
ip, and acknowledge him to be God and Lord 


1 w * Chriſtian Prieflhood, p. 159, 169, 161. 
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27 164. 
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The 


| arguing for rhe oblatory Prayer, ſays, The 


( 30 ) 


The learned Author of The Neceſſity ty, &c. 


„Agreement of the whole World before our 
Saviour's Time, and the univerſal Continuance 
of the Cuſtom among the Primitive Chrif- 
* tians, is certainly a probable Reaſon that it 
** is of moral Obligation, and was practiſed by 
** our Lord himſelf.” 
A. Certainly he is miſtaken. The learned 
Ball Kennett, in his Antiquities, giving an 
Account of the Roman Sacrifices, does inform 
us, thar' there were ſome ſtanding Rules and 
Ceremonies that were obſeryed in all Sacrifices*, 
The Prieſt (and ſometimes the ' Perſon that 
pave the dn went before in 1 white Gar-i 
ment. I 
The Beaſt ro be facrificed was to be marked A 
on the Horns with Gold, Or crowned with l 
Leaves. 4 
Before” the Proceſſion went a publick crier 1 
giving g them notice to attend the Solemnity. 
The Sacrifice being brought to the Altar 1 
the Prieſt uſhered in the Solemniry with 4 
Prayer. 
Aſter this Prayer the Prieſt began the Sacrii 
fice with the throwing ſome ſort of Corn and 1 
Frankincenſe, together with Meal mixed wich 
Salt, upon the Head of the Beaſt. E 
In the next place, he ſprinkled Wine between 
the Foes, but before he eee out the Wing —- 


. 


77. 14 147. f 25. 2. t 2. c. 8. p. 84, Oc. 
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he juſt touched it with his Lips; this they ters 
med Libat io. 0 l | 
Then he pluck'd off ſome Hairs from between 
| the Horns of the Beaſt, and threw. them into 


.! 
The 


our the Fire. Aa | 

mee And then turning to the Eaſt he delivered i 

hriſ- to be killed by an inferior Officer. Ry 

at it After this the Aruſpex ſearched the Entrails 
d by for good or bad Omens. 5 


= And laſtly, the Prieſts lay'd what Parts they 
rned thought fitteſt for the Gods upon the Altars, and 
g an regaled upon the reſt. | 
orm Here then it is obſervable, that alcho' the 
and Roman, did joyn Prayers with their Sacrifices, 
ices“ yet the Oblation of them was made, not by a 
that Prayer of Oblation, but by ſeveral Acts of Ob- 
Gar- 1 ation. 
Tube very learned Biſhop Potter, in his Anti- 
quities of Greece“, gives us a large and par- 
with ricular Account of the Grec:an Sacrifices ; and 
acquaints us, that after the Beaſt was brought 
to the Altar, the Greeks, before they ſacrificed 
it, prayed to the Gad to accept their Oblations, 
and grant the Requeſts they then deſired; but 
rich then their Prieſts offered their Victims by an 
Act of Oblation; for, as he tells us“, Diony- 
the Halicarnaſſiau, comparing the Grecian 
rn andi and Roman Rites of Sacrifice, affirms, That 
having waſhed their Hands, and puriſied the 
© Victims with clear Water, and beſtraw'd their 


= » | 

1 

arked „ 
-þ 

yz 
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erweerl 


Heads with the Fruits of Ceres, they pray 

e Wine — ieee 2 SS, SED 
ä Vol. 1. B. 2. c. 4. p. 227, 228. b P. 230, 231. 
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A 
** to the Gods, and then command the Officers to 
* kill the Victim; ſome of theſe do thereupon 


* knock down the Victim, others cut it's 
Throat when fall'n to the Ground, others 


*« flay off it's Hide, divide the Body into it's 
** ſeveral' Members, and cut off the firſt Fruits i 
« from every Entrail, and other Members, 
* which being ſprinkled with Barley-Meal, are 
cc preſented upon Caniſters to the Perſons who 
offer the Sacrifice, by whom they are had i 
«© upon the Altar to be burnt; and whilſt they 
are conſuming in the Fire, Wine is poured 

* upon them.“ 


Biſhop Porter adds, whilſt the Sacrifice was I. 


burning, the Prieſt, and the Perſon who gave 


the Victim, jointly made their Prayers to the 
God they worſhipped; and ſometimes the Ere- 


cians fang Hymns compoſed in honour of their 
Gods A 


Thus they join'd Prayers with their Sacri- 9 | 


ſices; bur the principal Rires of ſacrificing were : 
not Prayers, but Acts of Oblations. | | 


ral Acts, of Sacrifice. 
He 


upon every Sacrifice ©. 3 
Sometimes he farther ordain d that they ſhould Bi 
be preſented before him, but no more. 

Often he commanded that the whole Sacrifice 


<P. 231. 3 Lev. xvi. 21. e Ch. i. 7, 8, 9. 


When the great Jehovah inſtituted the Levi. 3 
tical Prieſthood and Sacrifices, he appointed and . 
ſpecified the neceſſary Rites, the Act, or feve- WF 


appointed the Prieſts to lay their Hands * 


C 
ſhould be conſumed by Fire upon the Altar; as 
when it was a whole Burnt- offering. 3 
Frequently he order'd that the Blood ſhould 
be ſprinkled round about upon the Altars. 
And ſometimes he appointed that the Blood 
ſhould only be wrung out at the ſides of the 
Altar“, and the like. Moor oy 
But there is no mention made of a Prayer of 
Oblation, either in the Old or New Teſtamenr. 
And now if theſe Obſervations be juſt and right, 
the Author of The Neceſſity triumph'd before a 
victory. And we may rather conclude ', that 
r the Cuſtom of the greateſt part of the World, 
; and the conſentient Practice, both of Jews and 
8G e1:7:/es, for ſeveral Ages; and what is more, 
q f the divine Inſtitutions concerning Sacrifices, 
ee ſufficient to give us a juſt Idea of the Nature, 
ud inform us of the neceſſary Rites of Sacri- 
ces, then we contend for the neceſſity of offe- 
ing up our Chriſtian Sacrifice, rather by an 
Act, than by a Prayer of Oblation, 2 
When our bleſſed Saviour inſtituted the holy 
Euchariſt, and commanded us, ſaying, Thzs do 
V remembrance of me, I take it for granted, 
hat he commanded us to offer up to God the 
Father the Memorial of his Paſſion, the pure 
acrifice of the New Teſtament, in commemo- 
ration of his. own only propitiatory Sacrifice 
mes he Rage: 27 PTE * 
Now the Old Teſtament is the beſt Book in 
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Lev. vii. 1, 6. 8 1bid. V. 2. 


f id. Ch. i, 14 r. 
Neceſſity, Sc. p. 147 1 ka 5 
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(34). 
the World to help us to underſtand the New. 
And if our Saviour's Injunction muſt be inter. 
preted by the divine Inſtitutions in the Law of 
Moſes, relating to Sacrifices, we may conclude 
that our Saviour commanded our Chriſtian Ob- 
lation to be made by an Act of Oblation. 
And I believe that this was then the Practice 
of all the World, Fews and Heathens; and i 
therefore it was natural for the Apoſtles of 
1 and all the firſt Chriſtians, to underſtand 
ICT 10. | 
And our bleſſed Redeemer did offer up him- 
ſelf a Sacrifice upon the Croſs, by an Act, and 
not by a Prayer of Oblation; and therefore it 
cannot be improper to offer up our Chriſtian Sa- Wt 
crifice by an Act of Oblation. St. Jaſtin 
Martyr teaches *, that Chriſt 7eſus our Lord 
commanded us to offer the Bread of rhe Eucha- 
riſt in commemoration of his Paſſion. Now 


* 
if the Word Fer, here muſt be underſtood ac- 
4 


cording to the genuine Signification of the Word, i 
or the Nature of a Sacrifice, or the then Prac- 8 
tice of Fews and Centiles, or the divine Inſti. 
tutions in the Levitical Law (and I think there if 
is no ſufficient reaſon. to the contrary) then in St. O 
Juſtin's Time they offered up to God the myſ. Wiſ® 
. tical Body and Blood of Chriſt by an Act of 
Oblation. 5 | 
If Origen has reſpect to this Prayer, when 

he affirms, We eat the Bread that has been 
offered by Thankſgiving and Prayer ;” then 


, 


VC 


* — _. .n. A 


Dial. Cum Tryph. p. 119. Con. Cell. 1.8. p. 399. 
| | | „ 


—. 1 „95 
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_=r 
W this Cuſtom began berwixt the Times wherein 

New. theſe two Fathers flouriſhed. - 
inter. The Jews and Heathens with their Sacrifices 
aw of offered up their Prayers; and I think that the 
clude I Teſtimonies produc'd by the Author of The 
1 Ob- Wl Nece//ity, &c; prove no more”. And as we 
offer up ſeveral Prayers vocally through Ze/u# 
Chriſt our Lord; ſo the firſt Chriſtians frequent- 
ly offered up their Prayers through Chriſt Feſur 
es of {/mbolically repreſented in the holy Euchariſt", 
rſtand WW that their Prayers might be more prevailing, be- 
ing preſented to Heaven, whilſt Chriſt, who i# 
the Propitiation for our Sins, is repreſented 
upon the Altar as facrificed for us. | | 


actice 
- and 


) him. 
t, and 


ore it But you ſay, that it was the practice of the 
an Sa- ancient Church, to offer up their Sacrifices by 
Tuſtin WFP rayer and Thankſgiving 
Lord A. But there was no neceſſity for it, nor can 
.ucha- ¶ on produce any divine Inſtitution, or the Ex- 
Now ple of Chriſt or his Apoſtles, to ſupport your 
od ac- WPractice. /  * "DL : 
Word, And I think, that there is a great Improprie- 


Prac- 


Via your Prayer of Oblation, when you ſay, 
> Inſti- 


We offer this Bread and this Cup; aad 
there yer do not ar the fame time make an actual 
2 in St. MOblation of them. And therefore in the Miſſal 
> myl- | or the uſe of Sarum, compiled by the learned 
act of ſnd renowned Biſhop Oſnund, who came into 
England with Wilkam the Congqueror?, in the 


3 n 
— 1 r * r Pg” WW | PS Y nd. 


when 
s been 
then 


— — 


„ 
this 


P. 340. 0 x John ii. 2. P Mr. Collier's Ecclefiaftical 
| iſt. Vol. 1. B. 4. Cent. 1 f. p. 277. Biſhop Godwin in the Life 


O/npwndys. | 
E2 Rubrick 
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Rubrick before the Oblatory Prayer, which pre- 
cedes the Conſecration, the Prieſt is ordered to 
eleyate the Chalice with both Hands, offering 
the Sacrifice to the Lord, ſay ing this Prayer. 
-  Suſeipe Sancta Trinitas hanc Oblat ionem. 
And by the bye there is no Prayer of Invo- 
tion iu this Miſſal. 2 len: 1 1. 
As I take it, a proper material Sacrifice can- 
not be offered without an Act of Oblation; 


but it may without a Pray er of Oblat ion; ſuch q 


an Act then is the Principal, moſt neceſſary and 
molt. proper Act of Ob lation 

And as your. Prayer has no manner of Foun- 
dation in the Word of God, and is therefore to 
be rejected; fo, When we preſent our Chriſtian 
Sapriſice to the Throne of Grace, we, after the 
repetition of the Words of Inſtitution, religiouſ- 


ly.-agd;; reverently ; in a ſolemn, and ſacrifcial Ml 
manner, lay, the conſecrated Elements upon the 


Altar, and actually preſent; them te God, by a 


Sa 5 54 which cannot juſtly be:reprov'd.”. 
T2641), Nor ealouſly contend for your 
Prayer of 'Inygeationt. |! cid) 0 4 


But of. this Prayess I ſay as yon do of Tran- 


CT 


ſubſtantiation , that it wants Autiguity, Uni- 


verſality and, Canſtut, an Ware. 7 16G. 
Hirſt, Tis ſo fax from being grounded upon 
Scripture, and from being an Apoſtolical Tra- 
dition and Practice, that it is contrary to the 
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proper, the chiefeſt and moſt neceſſary Rite of 3 


77 


Example of our Saviour, his er and the 
Ante. Nicene Fathers. 

W Our Saviour ſanctiſied the euchariſtical Bread 
W and Wine, by bleſſing and praiſing God over 


them; for Ga yjoas, St. Matt. xxvi. 26. does 

Wo- ſignify aſcribing Bleſſing to God, as Lat po icus, 

V. 27. does giving Thanks to God; for theſe 

can- Texts muſt be underſtood in the ſame Senſe, to 

ion; ¶ make them conſiſtent one with another; but we 
ſuch cannot render the former Word Bleſſed, and 

and meaning bleſſed the Bread, becauſe we cannot 
0 | tranſlate the latter Word Thanked, and ſay that 

oun- our Saviour thanked the Cup; this being Non- 

re to ' ſenſe. } ? 
iſtian / Wherefore the Eſſe entialiſts are miſtaken, ben 

r.the Whey contend _ Chriſt Jeſus ſanctified the 

ziouſ- 1 lements by prayi ng to God ro bleſs them, and 
ificial 1 | by aſcribing bleſſing to God, as the Context, 

n tbe Mnd other Places in Scripture require. | 
by 2 4 The Words of Inſtitution then rightly inter- 

ite of N reted, do manifeſt that the holy 75 us ſancti- 
d. ed the ſacramental Bread and Wine 75 a thankſ- 
your | W'ving Prayer, contrary to the Prayer of Invo- 

„ation; which is therefore to be rejected with 

Trav- adignation, as being contrary to the divine In- 

i Uni- I itution of the Lors. Supper. 
l be Eſſentialiſts conten that gering bf Thanks, 
upon Cor. xiv. 16. was x:conſecratin of the ſacred 
1 Tra: lements; and then, this is a * criptural Proof, 


to the Nhat the Apoſtles conſecrated the ſacramental 

read and Wine, by x Form of Thanſgiving ; 

hich ſtrongly argues that the Prayer of Invo- 

zamplc ation was no Apoſtolical Inſtiturion. 

The 
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the Example and Command of the adorable ; 


* Apol. 1. $. 85, vid. his Ugbllagiy Sacrifice, part 2. p. 43. 


1 
The Primitive Chriſtians, no doubt, followed 


eſis, and his inſpired Apoſtles; and Sr. Za/fin i 
ertyr is expreſs, ©* Prayers being over, we i 
i falute each other with a Kiſs; after this, 
Bread and a Cup of Water, and mixed Wine, il 
are brought to the Preſident, or Biſhop, 
**. which he takes and offers up by Prayers to lf 
** the Father of all things, through the Name of iſ 
his Son and the holy Spirit; and this Thank(- iſ 
giving to God, ——is a Prayer of more than iſ 
ordinary length.“ Here then is an evident 
Teſtimony, that in his Time, the ſacred Ele- 
ments were conſecrated by a Form of Thanki- iſ 

ving. | i 7 
1. Aud there is ſtill extant in the Apoſtolical iſ 
Conſtitutions, an ancient and W q 
Prayer of Conſecration, tho' . Fohbn/ou ll 
thinks otherwiſe of it. 51150 3-0 
The Prayer is conceived in theſe Words, 
« We thank thee, O Father, for that Liſe 
% Which thou haſt made known to us by 7e/a: 
„ thy Son, by whom thou madeſt all things, 
© and takeſt care of the whole World; whom 
1 thou haſt ſent to become Man for our Salva- 
tion; whom thou haſt permitted to ſuffer, 
% and to die; whom thou haſt raiſed up, and 
* been pleaſed to glorify, and haſt ter him down 
at thy right Hand; by whom thou haſt pro- 
'* miſed us the Reſurrection of the Dead; do 
thou, O Lord Almighty everlaſting God, ſo ga- 


py - 
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ther 


639 
ther together thy Church from the Ends of 
« the Earth into thy Kingdom, as this [Corn] 
« was once ſcattered, and is now. become one 
Loaf? We alſo, our Father, thank thee for 
the precious Blood of Jeſus Chriſt, which 
was ſhed for us, and for his precious Body; 
the Antitypes whereof we are now going to 
celebrate, as himſelf appointed us, to thew 
forth his Death.“ | 0% 
All which ſhews, that the Prayer of Invoca- 
ion was no primitive practice. TN 
2. This Prayer then wants Antiquity. | 
For the firſt expreſs Evidence that is produ- 

ed for this Prayer, is St. yril, Biſhop of Je- 
tolical 1 uſalem. Hence one may fairly — le that 
rkablc his Innovation crept into the Eaſtern Church 
bn ſo Non after the Council of Nice was broken up. 

3. This Tradition wants Univer/ality, for 


9 


9 


Words, bis Prayer has not been receiv'd by all 
ur Litchurches ; and Conſent, for the Prayer of In- 
" Jeſu: cation has been oppoſed, by very many lear- 
things, ed Members of the Latin Church. 


whom The Eſſentialiſts have publiſh'd a Piece, intit- 
r: Salva- ed, 4 Defence of the Greek Church, againſt 
> ſafer, e Roman, in the Article of the Con ſecratiom 
1p, and y the learned Dr. J. E. Grabe. 9855 


m down il 
£ pro- 
ad'; do 


Now if the Book anſwers the Inſcription, it 
huſt needs cut their own Throat; for then there 
auſt have been a manifeſt Difference in this Par- 
d, ſo ga cular between the two Churches; and then 

Wis Prayer having been oppoſed by the Latin 
n 2. P-42-Wburch, muſt remain deſtitute of the Supports 
ther f Un ver /ality and Conſent; and in this wy 
| - Book® 


. E 
Book * the Opinion of the Greet Church, con- 
cerning this Article, is to this Day call'd by the 
 Latins, ** a vile and abominable Error, nay 
„ an Hereſy.” | 1 
4 I am of opinion, that no one can make 
uſe of this Prayer without a vaſt deal of Aſſu- 
rance, and a piece of Preſumption highly cri- 
minal; for this Prayer of Invocation contains 
an Explanation of the Myſtery of the Sacra- 
ment. Now tho” I cannot ſay that the Bread 
and Wine are not made the Body and Blood of 
Chriſt, by the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon 
them to make them ſo; yet I believe that no 
one ought thus to explain this Myſtery withour 
a divine Reyelation to juſtify the ſame. 
; Wherefore this Prayer ought utterly to be 
rejected. : 2 Es he 
The fourth Point, which the Eſſentialiſts 
maintain, is that the euchariſtical Wine, of ne- 
ceſſity, ought to be diluted with Water. 
.To ſpeak my Mind freely about this Particu- 
lar; I declare that I ſhould have been pleaſed 
had the Mixture been received by a competent 
Authority, for fear we ſhould be wanting in 
that which was the ancient and general Prac- 
tice of the Primitive Church; but then I would 
not have it to be receiv'd as neceſſary, for 
fear leſt we ſnould make that neceſſary which 
God has not made ſo; and every conſiderate 
Chriſtian knows that there is no neceſſity for 
that. For my part, I conceiye that no part of 


t Pag. 4. 


the 


the euchatiſtical Cup is eſſential, but what re- 
"reſents the Blood of Chriſt, and that is the 
Wine only; and that no part of it is neceſſary 


n- 
he 


F» 
ake Beſides, the learned Vindicator ſays s, We 
ſſu. believe the Mixture neceſſary, the Church of 


* Rome does not fo.” Hence I infer, that al- 
ho' the Eſſentialiſts can produce Antiguity and 
WUn:ver/ality for the Practice, yet they want 
os ſent to ſupport the neceſſity of it; for it 
las not at all times been eſteem d neceſſary by 
| | E Faithful. | 2 

And now from the whole I think I may ſay, 
at the learned Dr. Brett was grievouſly miſ- 
len, when he avers *, ** That the Traditions 
he pleads for have been received and practi- 
ſed in all Ages, in all Places, and by all the 
WT Faithful, down to the time of John Calvin 
and bis Contemporaries.” And that he has 
" Wiſtaken thoſe that were not truly primitive, for 
poſtolical Traditions; and that he has mani- 
y departed from his own Rule laid down 
the beginning of his own Diſcourſe ; which 


cri- 
ains 
Cra- 
read 
d of 


Peren” ls, © To take care that he never teach any 
ing u ching which he would have the People hold 
wh and believe, but what is agreeable to the 
wou Doctrine of the Old and New Teſtament, 
75. - and what the Catholick Fathers. and ancient 
whic Biſhops have collected from that very Doc- 

ſideratetrine ?- fy | 


his learned Divine fays?, ** As what we 
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"art 3. p. 1660. » P. 102, * P. 104. P. 119. 
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„ find in the Writings of * moſt Keren 
Fathers is a good Evidence of 


he Faith 
% and Practice which has been obſeryed in al 
% Times; ſo the Liturgies of the ſeveri 
Churches, are the beſt Evidencies that can be 
% defired to prove the l of this 
Faith and Practice being the moſt undoubre 
« Teſtimony of what has been obleryed 1 all 
Plates, and by all the Faithful” © 
Again, © There cannot be better Authority 
«© to prove the Univerſality of any Practice ii 
e the Chriſtian Worſhip, than the. conſent of 
all theſe Liturgies, as they are Teſtimonic! 
of the unanimous conſent of the whole Chi 
* ſtian World, in thoſe Points wherein they al 


f 


«« apree.” poet gt 
A. Theſe Liturgies (lately publiſhed)” are fpi 
rious Pieces, miſerably interpolated-, and 9 
themſelves of no Authority, 
Ne (lays this Divine *) what the Fathe 
have teſtified to have been parts of til 
publick Seryice of the Church in all Age 
what we find agreeable to thoſe Teſſimoni 
in the Liturgies now extant, we may cot 
clude to haye been always there; and w 
„we find not aprecable fo thoſe Teſtimonies, tb 
*« we may reaſonably conclude ro be gn Additio 
* or Interpolation made in Aſter- Times. 

A. This I take to be a very clear Proof 
what I-fay ; for if all thoſe Paſſages are to | 
Judged Interpolations in theſe Liturgies, whi 
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cant be confirm'd by the Teſtimonies of the 
moſt ancient Fathers; then theſe Liturgies of 
themſelves are of no Authority at all. 

But, fays the learned Dr. Brett, there can 
« be no better Authority fot the Univerſality 
* of any Practice in the Chtiſtian Worſhip, 
than the unanimous Conſent of all theſe Li- 
A It may be fo with reſpect to thoſe later 
Ages, wherein theſe Liturgies were ufed, but it 
is not ſo with reſpect to the moſt primitive 

hurches; for he cannot prove that theſe Litur- 
gies were ufed in the firſt, ſecond, or third 


ts > 
But be ſays „ Sr. Paul writing to Timothy, 

„ and in him to all Biſhops, ſays, O Timothy, 
= heep that which is committed to thy truſt, 
1 Tim. vi. 20. —— the Form of ſound Words 
which thou haſt heard of me. that good 
thing which was committed to thee, 2 Tim. 
943, 14. and we doubt not but the 
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ment, for the Canon of the New Teſtament 


mary Form of the Articles of our Faith, and 4 
Form alſo to be uſed. in Adminiſtration, of the 
Sacrament. For it is certain, from the Ac. 
count we have of theſę things in the Acts of 
the Apoſtles, that the Churches were formed, 
and the Sacraments duly adminiſtred in them, 
before one Word of the New Teſtament was 
*« written. . And it's certain the Apoſtles hag 
*« diſpers'd themſelyes, and had planted Churches 
* in all parts of the World, before all the Books 
of the New Teſtament were written, 
* therefore the Form and manner of adminil-i 
* tring the Sacraments, and other Apoſtolical 
Practices, was a part of the {Depoſitum. of 
& that good Thing which was committed to 
„ Timothy. —— And if the Churches, whoſe 
** Liturgies I have mentioned, had not every 
© one of them received, and carefully preſerved 


.* SS 4 


„the Form of ſound Words delivered by rhe 


*« Apoſtles, it is impoſſible: there could have ] 
been ſuch an Harmony and perfect Agree- for. 
5 * betwixt them, as I ſhall ſhew there is, ¶ N not 
cc Ape | | 


A. Here then I ſuppoſe that this learned Di. 
vine means (if he means any thing to his pur- 
poſe) that. the Thankſgiving Prayer, the repea- 
ting of the Words of Inſtitution, the Oblatory 
Prayer, the Prayer of Invocation, and Prayers 
for the Dead, in the ancient Liturgies, were, at 
leaſt, in Senſe and Subſtance, part of that very 
Depoſitum which was committed by St. Pau! 

80 


FS. 
to Timothy. But 1 wonder that he ſhould think 
that all this ſhould be granted him, without any 
manner of Proof. I do not believe that this has 
been the Opinion of all the Faithſul in all Ages 
and Churches. Our modern Commenrators are 
of Opinion, that the Form of you Words, 
which Timothy was commanded to hold faſt, 
was a Summary of Chriſtian Faith. + 

And Dr. Hhitby avers*, ** That all the Fa- 
% thers, from {renens downwards, ſpeak of 
*« ſuch a Symbol of Faith, delivered ro the 
«+. Church by the Apoſtles and their Diſciples, 
++ which the Church received from them, and 
* diſtributed to her Sons. —— And which for 
*+ Subſtance ' was the ſame with the Apoſtles 
++ Creed,” 2 
But I am of an Opinion, that neither the an- 
cient nor modern Commentators, do, with' one 
Conſent, make the Points the Doctor contends 
for, 'a part of the Depoſitum committed. to 
Timothy. . 
I uam inclined to think, that this is a Fiction 
form'd in his own luxuriant Fancy, and what is 
Woot to be admitted without ſome good Proof 
ſome ancient and ſubſtantial Teſtimonies. This 
ould be much to his Purpoſe could he but 
is pur-{Wnake it out, but I am confident that he can 
repea- ever prove it. Nor is there ſuch an Harmony 
larory s he aſſerts in theſe Liturgies, for the Prayer of 
"ray ers vocation is wanting in very many of them; 
re, at c hich with me is a good Proof, that this Prayer 
t ver ——— - 
Pau nz Tim. ii. 2. 

80 | | 
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EE. 
was not taken ſtom the Forte of ound Words, 
or traditionary Li E ro the firſt 
Chriſtian Church by the hol les; for if 
the Weſtern Church has No d it from the 
Apoſtles, it would not have by EX d out 
of, but have been found in; the ancient man 
Miſſal. 

And it's obſervable tw the Eſſentialiſts con- 
tend that the Prayer of Invocation does com- 
pleat the conſecration of the facred Elements; 
and Dr. Brett owns*®, that the bleſſed Jeſu⸗ 
conſecrated the Elements before he made an 
Blood. of thoſe Symbols of his Body and 
lo 
And I affirm, that the holy and tremen db 

Sacrifice of the primitive Church, was Bread and 
Wine, firſt — rated into the myſtical Body 
and Blood of Chriſt our Saviour. 

In the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions it is affirmed*, 
That inſtead of a bloody Sacrifice Chriſt ap- 
pointed the rational, unbloody, and myſtical 
« Sacrifice —— of his Body an Blood.” And 
certainly the Bread and Wine are not his myſtical 
Body and Blood, until the Conſecration is com- 
Pleated. 

Irenæut declares*, © Chriſt's charging bis Dif: 
© ciples to offer Firſt Fruits ro God of his own 
Creatures — took Bread — and gave Thanks, 
< laying, this is my Body, and the Cup likewiſe 
and declated it to be his Blood; and 
taught the new Oblation of the New 1 Teſts: 


ö Dien p. 134. 4 Lib. 6, c. 23. eLib. 4. e. 32. 
ment, 


647) 
i ment, which the Church receiving from the 
« Apoſtles offers to God throughout the whole 
, World,” This new Oblation then, muſt of 
neceſſity be the Sacramental Bread and Wine, 
firſt made the myſtical Body and Blood of Chriſt, 
by a proper Conſecration. 
St. Cyprean's Queſtion: is, And who; I 
«« pray, is more properly and truly a Prieſt of 
« the moſt high God, than our Lord Jeſut 
« Chrift? who offered up a Sacrifice to his Fa» 
*« cher, the very ſame which —— Me/chiſedeck 
% had offered before him, i. e. Bread and Wine, 
„which were his own Body and Blood.” Bur 
the Bread and Wine then were made by our 
Saviour his Body and Blood, before he offered 
them up to his Father. | 9 19 
Euſebius asks , What other Perſon, fave 
% only our Saviour, hath taught his Followers 
* to offer unbloody and rational Sacrifices, 
« which are performed by Prayer and a myſte- 
** rious naming of God? on which Account 
Altars have been erected throughout the 
* whole World, and Churches conſecrated, and 
divine miniſtrations of intellectual and ratio- 
* nal Sacrifices, are offered up by all Nations 
* to the only God, the ſupreme King,” | 
. Now by unbloody Sacrifices I believe it 
will be granted me, that he means the con- 
ſecrated Bread and Wine in the holy Euchariſt. 
Ephrem Syrus (as Mr. John ſon informs us“) 
' f Ep. 63. 8 Ornat. de laud. Conſt, c. 16. p. 768. Edit. 


Cuntabz. Unbloody Sacrifice, pt. 1. p. 30. 


ſays, 
o 


. 
fays; © The tremendous Myſteries full 6f Im. 
«« mortality are offered to God” 

Aud St. Auſtin affirms\, *+ That inſtead of all 
„ the Sacrifices and Oblations of the Old 
++ Teſtament, Chriſt's Body is offered and com- 
% municated to the Receivers.“ . 
Now I preſume that all theſe Teſtimonies do 
clearly and fully prove, that the Bread and 
Wine in the Euchariſt were compleatly conſe- 
crated before they were offered up to God the 
Father, by the bleſſed eſus, his holy Apoffles, 
or any of the Ante-Nicene Fathers. . 
But in the Clementine Liturgy, and in ſeveral 
other Liturgies publiſh'd by the learned Dr. Brett, 
the Oblatory Prayer is made uſe of before the 
Prayer of Invocation, the Eſſentialiſts conſecra- 
ting Prayer; and our Author contends * that it 
ought to be ſo, and poſitively aſſerts, That 
this is certainly the moſt natural Order.” 
Now I think that he is fearfully miſtaken; and 
do hence conclude, that theſe Prayers as now 
recommended to us, can no way poſſibly be 
any part of the Depoſitum which St. Paul com- 
mitted to Timothy, and was by the Church 
tranſmitted down to future Generations; be- 
cauſe it is not eaſily to be believed, that an 
Apoſtle ſnould command any thing ſo repugnant 
to the imitable Example of Chriſt; or that the 
Church ſhould ſo ſoon, and ſo univerſally re- 
ject an Apoſtolical In junction. 
For my part 1 declare, ' that the Eſſentialiſts, 
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. Unbloody Sacrifice; p. 28, I piſſett. p. 127, 


by 


2 


- (49) 
by following the inconſiſtent Precedents which 
they bave found in ſome ſpurious Liturgies, have 
ſhamefully degraded the Chriſtian Oblation, by 
making it to conſiſt of Bread and Wine not com- 
pleatly conſecrated. | 

And if they will not be perſuaded to diſcharge 
their Prayer of Invocation, I would have them 
ro be adviſed to place ir before. that of the Ob- 
lation, for the honour of the Chriſtian Sacri- 
fice,' that moſt folemn and higbheſt Act of divine 
Worſhip in the Church of Chriſt ; eſpecially 
ſince that would make their Service more con- 
formable to the Example of the holy Jeſur, 
and the Pattern and Tradition of the primitive 
Church: And in this reſpeA the Roman Litur- 
gy is more rational and conſonant to the nature 
of the Chriſtian Sacrifice. 

Again, the Prayer of Invocation cannot poſ- 
ſibly be any part of this Depoſitum, for this 
Prayer is repugnant to Sctipture. Now, as we 
are not to receive any Interpretation of Scrip- 
ture, which is contrary to an Apoſtolical and 

niverſal Tradition of the Church'; ſo neither 
are we to affirm any thing to be an Apoſtolical 
Inſtitution which is contrary to Scripture ; but 
he ſacred Scriptures do evidently teach that the 
uchariſtical Elements are to be ſanctified by 
Acts of Thankſgiving ; and that this Prayer 
goes ſuppoſe that they are to be conſecrated not 
dy a Thankſgiving Prayer, but by praying for 
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RR... 
the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon them, te 
make them the Body and Blood of Chriſt. 

I believe that the Sacrament is a Myſtery, 
and will ſtill continue to be ſo to the End of 
the World. And that the Eaſtern Church had 
no more Knowledge, not Right nor Authority 
to explain it away, than the Weſtern Church. 
And if the Doctrine of Tranfubſtantiation im: 
plies more and greater Abſurdities, the Prayet 
ues as notorious and as high 4 
piece of Preſumption. And it's remarkable, 
that as the Pupiſts, to defend their abfurd 
Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation, do interpret the 
facted Oracles into Contradiction, St. Marth. 
Avi. 26. ſo the Eſſentialiſts, miſſead by a vain 
and partial Tradition, and zealoufly contending 
for their Prayer of Invocation, do interpret the 
Holy Scriptures into Nonſenſe; for undertaking 
ro prove this Point from Seripture, they tranl: 
late Cxaez5yoas. St. Lnke xxii. 19. euchariſtiz'd, 
7. e. in plain Engliſh, thank d, which is down- 
right Nonſenſe. xc 

And truly, I think, that the Eſſentialiſts in- 
froducing, it may be wich great reluctancy , the 
Prayer of Invocation into their Communion- 
Service, was a Judgment from Heaven upon 
them, for their ſchiſmatical Conduct. The com 
mon Fate of all Schiſmaticks, who conſtantly 
entertain ſome fuch palpable Errors as plainly 
and evidently demonſtrate, ro all conſiderate 
Perfons, that all ſuch Separations are unjuſt and 
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Defenceleſ 


Ct). 
Defencelefs, and oyght by no means to be com- 
ply'd with, . 

Lash, Nor can Prayers for the Dead be any 
part of that Depeſitum; for they were not 
made uſe of in the Chriſtian Church, till after 
the Time in which Juſlin Martyr wrote. 

If then there was ſuch an Apoſtolical Method 
of adminiſtring the Sacrament, as you ſo eager- 
y contend for, it has not been ſo carefully 
ranſmitted down to us, as the Apoſtolical Sum- 
ary of the Chriſtian Faith. And if we are 
ot obliged to believe any Article ef the A- 
poſtles Creed, but what may be confirmed by 
one or more Texts of Scripture®; much lets 
dre we obliged to receive as neceſſary, ſuch 
parts of thoſe Liturgies, which you have pub- 
ihed, as have no very good Foundation in the 
yritten Word of God. T 
Bur, according to you?, that the Scriptures 


y. If therefore (ſay you) our Adyerſaries 
think it reaſonable that we ſhould receive 
and adhere to this Tradition, — we think it 
allo. highly juſt that we ſhould receive all 
other J raditiens which are ag well atteſted as 
this is, And if the Number or Antiquity of 


Tradition, as undoubtedly it is, I dare en- 
gage de give more ancient and more nume- 
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F. i. P. 136, 137, 


e the only Rule of Faith and Worſhip, cannot 
proved from Scripture, but by Tradition on- 


Teſtimonies be of weight, in Matters f 
tous Teſtimonies before the Council of Nice, 
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- we cannot admit of your Tradition as a Rule. 


ry 
© for the Practice of the Church in all thok 
„ Points which the Author of No Reaſons, 
«« &c. has thought fit to declare againſt, than 
he, or any one elſe, can bring for the Canon 
of the New Teſtament, or Number of Book; 
of which it is compos'd. Now ?, if. Trad: 
tion be a Rule to know what Books make 
up the Canon of the New Teſtament, and 
** who were the Authors of thoſe Books, as i 
«« moſt certainly is the only Rule, with regard 
to thoſe Books whoſe Authors have not ſe 
* their Names to the Books they wrote, Tra 
dition is alſo a certain Rule to teach us wha 
% was the Practice of the Apoſtles in Matten 
of religious Worſhip. For theſe are Matte 
of Fact which can be prov'd only by Evi 
** dence, ——and by no other Evidence tha 
« Tradition.” Again s, May nor'Scriptur 
** be the chief and principal Rule, and [Trad 
** tion a ſubordinate Rule, to guide us where th 
** Scripture is not full and expreſs, and to ei 
plain and * the Scripture where it 
** not clear and obvious.“ | 10 
A. Sir, it has been evidently provid froi 
Tradition, by the conſentient Teſtimony ( 
ancient Fathers, that the Scriptures contain 
things neceſſary to be believed or practiſed 
order to Salvation; and being written by Inf 
ration, are therefore the one only ſure and it 
fallible Rule of Faith and Practice: Wherefo 


ht nn 


han I _ 


FB, 139. P. 143. 


Fa 


633) 


paith and Practice, no not a ſubordinate Rule. 


Indeed it is an excellent means of explaining the ; 


ſacred Oracles, and uſeful in a very high degree, 
againſt Papiſts, and all other Sectaries amongſt 
us; but then, when Traditions have lead us in- 
to a right underſtanding of any Text of Scrip- 
ture, we diſmiſs Tradition, and make the holy 
Scriptures rightly interpreted, and not Tradition, 
to be our Rule. And we are fo far from deſ- 
piſing Tradition truly primitive, or rejecting the 
Evidences produced from the moſt ancient Fa- 
thers, that we readily ſubmit to, and highly 
value the conſentient Teſtimonies of the Ante- 
Nicene Fathers; and yet we are not for paying 
the ſame deference to humane, late, and fallible, 
as to divine or truly apoſtolical Traditions; 
nor for multiplying Rules of Faith and Worſnip 
without any manner of neceſſity; nor making 
your Tradition a Rule, which as ſuch, is of 
little or no ule in Religion. But you think it a 
very high degree of Prejudice in us, to acknow- 
ledge ſuch and ſuch an Evidence ſufficient in one 
Caſe, and not in another of the ſame kind. 
But, methinks, Tradition, as a means of 
knowledge, may ſufficiently anſwer one End, 
and yet not another of the ſame nature. Thus, 
it is by the Principles of right Reaſon only, that 
we can prove the Being and Exiſtence of a God; 
but Reaſon only could never have diſcover'd a 
Trinity. A Tradition that is not Apoſtolical, 
will be a concluding Evidence for the Canon of 
the New Teſtament ; bur no Tradition, but no 
Teſtimony that you can produce, will prove the 
* ** f i 4 5 neceſſiry 
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Prayer of Invocation a divine Inſtitution. 


deceived. And I cannot but obſerve, that when 


wich fo terrible a Dilemma, that, ſince we ad- 
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634) 
neceſſity of making Prayers for the Dead pan 
of the euchariſtical Service. The Tradition 
which you alledge, may be a ſufficient Proof 
that the Mixture was an olical Practice; 
but yet your Tradition will never prove your 


Rut this learned Divine affirms, that he can 
produce more ancient, more full, and more nu- 
merous Teſtimonies, before the Council of Nice, 
for: the Points ſo carneſtly contended for by the 
Eſſentialiſts, than any one can bring for the 
Canon of the New Teſtamept, or number of 
Books of which it is compoſed. 
A. You here talk of more ancient, more full, 
end more numerous Teſtimonies; but yet, as 
poſitive as you are, and &@s important ſoever 
this may ſeem to be, whoſoever depends upon 
theſe your .confident Aſſertions, they will be 


in your Diſſertation *, you purpoſely undertook 
the Work, you did not (and I believe could 
not) re any one Teſtimony, from the 
Ante-NMicene Biſhops, to ſupport your novel 
Prayer of Invocation. ono e 
Tiis hard, Sir, that we muſt here be preſſed 


mit of the Canon of the New Teſtament, we 
muſt either receive your preſumptuous Prayer of 
Invocation, or labour under the Imputation of 
being unreaſonable Men; but our Comfort is, 


„ — — 


r P. I224 Sc. | 
there 


(55) 
there is a great deal more of Flouriſh than of 
Argument, in what you here aſſert. 4+ 6 

Row, if by Canon of the New Teſtament 
tnean, a general receiv'd Canon that con- 
rains exactly the ſame Books, and the fame 
number of Books, as ours is compos'd of; then 
I will put a Cafe, which I preſume will faf- 
ficiently ſhew how inconcluſive your way of 
reaſoning here is. | | 
Thus, the Papiſts may fay, that they. can 
produce as many, as clear, and as ancient Teſti- 
monies, for the Invocation of Saints, and the 
worſhipping of Images, before the ſixth General- 
Council, A. D. 680, as you can for fuch a 
anon. And therefore that you are unreaſon- 
able, if to your Prayer of Invocation you do 
not add, their invocation of Saints and wor- 
ſhipping of Images. | | 
You may fay that theſe Cuſtoms are contrary 
o Scripture. | | 
And fo much they may truly ſay of your 
Prayer of Invocation. | 
You do fay , that theſe Practices want An- 
iquit 7. | 

They will quote your St. Cyr:/ of Jeruſalem, 
nd ſome of your Litutgies, for the Invocation 
dt Saints*, and plead not only Apoſtolical Tra- 
lition, but quote Gregory Nyſſen, and others 
df the Fourth and Fifth Centuries, for the wor- 
ipping of Images; and you can produce no ex- 
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I © Dr. B. Diſſert. p. 302, 305, Tc. | 
| preſs 


. 
preſs Evidences for your Invocation amongſt all 
the Fathers of the three firſt Centuries. | 
You add, that it was a conſiderable time be. 
fore theſe bad Cuſtoms became univerſal  Prac- 
But they may ſay more, that your Prayer of 
Invocation did never yet become a general 
Practice. | 
Again, bur if you mean that we cannot bring 
as ancient and as good Teſtimonies to prove the 
ſeveral Books of our New Teſtament to be Ca. 
nonical Scripture, as you can for the ancient 
Ulages which you plead for. 

IT anſwer, that as every Book of the New 
Teſtament, where it was firſt received and 
known, was immediately as facred and canoni- 
cal, as ever it was afterwards: So we can bring 
more ancient, more expreſs, and more numerous 
Teſtimonies to prove any Book in our Canon 
to be canonical, genuine, and inſpired Scripture; 
than you can produce before the Nicene Coun- 
Cil, to prove that Tradition alone is a ſure Rule 
of Faith and Practice, that Prayers for the Dead 
ſhould be part of the euchariſtical Service, that 
your oblatory Prayer is abſolutely neceſſary, or 
to maintain the eſſentiality of the Mixture, or 
even the lawfulneſs of your Prayer of Invocs 
tion. | | 
I-ſhall inſtance only in the Revelation, be- 
cauſe all the other Books of the New Teſta 
ment ſeem to have been admitted into the Canon 
before it was received into it. 
It is probable that Clemens Romanus hi 

| | Epiſtle 


(37) 


giſtles Were written 7 St. Foby's Works 
were made publick, and ſeems to be the reaſon 
ry this Hook was not quoted by him, who 
however cites . of the Books of the New 
1 \ 
But St. Juſtin Martyr quotes the Revels. 
ion, und expratly: calls the Author of it, Fobn 
he Apoſtle of Chriſt *. | 
St. Ireneas cites the Revelation ſeven or 
igbt times “, and gives the Writer of it the 
Title of Jobs the Diſciple of the Lord. 
Clement Alexandrinus quotes the Revela- 
in exprejty*, and very often refers to it, as 
acred el. 
Tertullian alſo quotes this divincly infpited 
ok; perhaps above ſixty times in his Warks. 
Origen allo quotes the Revelation of Jabs, 
s ors F 
St. prian quotes the Revelation near 
ore times; frequently he ſays, Thus we read 
the'Beok of the Revelations; and he cites it 
8a divine Record, the Book wherein the Lord 
imſelf - to us, and the holy Scripture 
phich is written for our inſtruction. | 
Thus with reference to the Revelation he 
ys *; ++ In the holy Scriptures by which our 
Lord would have us to be inftructed and ad- 
moniſhed” +. 
0 Elembere a Voice i is heard Son Heaven 
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5. 2 Jh -- | i b. p. 241. & alibi. 1 Tract. in Mat. 

Tract 15 St, Op. Edit; Amſt. de Hab. Virg. p. 
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e +" * forewarning 
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„ forewarning what God's People ought to do, 
and phe, Foe uuf f her, 19 Pain, Geez? 
Again, as the Lord finds us at his Summons, 
t ſo he will ) us, ſeeing chat he teſtifieth 
« and faith, Al the Churches ſhall know; &c.“ 
Once more, the divine Sctipture in the 
Revelation doth declare, that Waters ignily 
A Multitude of People.. 
Euſebius declares, That * reject the 
KRevelation of St. John, but others allow of 
« it, and admit it amongſt thoſe Books that ate 
received as unqueſtionable and undoubted i. 
Now I think that you cannot bring ſo many 
good, and ſo ancient Evidences, ar For 


Your Prayer of Invocation. > t !:?! 
And yet, if you could, this: your . e 
would not be concluſi ve. 


Tis extremely unreaſonable to expect any 
other Proof for any Point, than the nature of 
rhe thing will admit of; and therefore, ſince the 
Canon of the New Teſtament was not fixed 
till after the Death of the laſt of the Apoſtles, 
we do not require ſcriptural Bvidences for the 
fame, but are readily. determined by Tradition 
only. But then, on the other hand, it is High. 
I reaſonable and juſt, where better! Prof is to 
be produced, that we do not rely upon Tra 
dition only. Nay, in all the neceſſaty Point 
of Faith and Practice, we oughe not to depend 
- traditionary Teſtimonies- alone, but: -t 

ſearch after e Eyidences; and fot this 
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| (Ca 
manifeſt and convincing Reaſon, becauſe our 
c. good God has given us his written Word, that 
ons, we ſhould not, in ſuch Caſes, traſt to fallible 
fieth Tradition only. 11 190 
Nc.“ The Caſe of the Canon, and the Points in 
the diſpute betwixt us, are not parallel; and there- 
zuify fore this your Argument is not only very arbi- 
. trary but ſophiſtical ; and it does not follow, 
| becauſe we are determined by Tradition only, 
w of in the Caſe of the Canon, that therefore we 
e ſhould receive all other Traditions which are as 
dF. well atteſted, altho' they cannot be corrobrated 
by ſcriptural Authority. 5 Is 
At the cloſe of your Treatiſe 2, you ſolemnly 
declare, That you deſire always to follow this 
Rule of St. Auguſtine's, Whatſoever the 
uni ver ſal Church holdeth, aud which was 
not inſtituted by any Council, but has been 
% always obſerved, that we moſt rightly con- 
2 * clude to have been a Tradition derived from 
fixed BY «© Apoſtolical Authority,” | l 
ftles, This is a fine Saying, and your Reader may 
IT che BY be tempted to think that you have governed 
dition yourſelf, in your late Conduct, by this Maxim; 
High: but in truth you have, by plauſible Pretences, 
and: bigg Words, miſerably deceiyed, . impoſed 
pon; and abuſed your creduloys Followers; 
for you have actually introduced that into your 
new.. Communion Office, which the univerſal 
ut 0 Church does not hold, which has not been al- 
t thi ways obſerved, and which. cannot rightly be 


AR concluded to have been a Tradition derived 
0, e 3 * eee * 
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anifelt 
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H 2 from 


from Apoſtolieal Authority. Thus, for example, 


fo often, that it has ſeduce 


( 6) 


yorr Prayer of Invocation, wants Seripture, 
and Antiquity, and Univer ſality, and Conſent, 
to ſupport it. 

This curiouſſy contriyed Sentenee; of the in- 
enious and learned St. Auguſtine, has, I belieye, 
cen fatal to you, and that you have repeated it 

you to depend too 
much upon fallible Tradition, and too little * 
on the infallible Word of God. 

And this ſo much admired Rule will not con- 
elude any of your main Points neceſſary. The 
1 decimani, for a conſiderable met kept 

eir Eaſter conſtantly upon the fourteenth Diy 
of the Month, and for this they pleaded A ol 
tolical Tradition, and the undoubred Pradtice of 
St. John“; and yet, there being no ſcriptural 
Command for it, the Church has laid afide this 
Apoſtolical Caſtom, which ſhews, that bately 
Apoſtolical Ufage, does not imply every ſuch 
Practice to be a neceſſary and eſfential part of 
Chriſtianity*. 

And altho' this was a good Rule in St. Auſtit's 
Days, yet it is not a convenient one now in 
this eighteenth Century. For ſuppoſe I ſhould 
undertake to determine whether or no it is law- 
ful for a Clergyman to receive Ufury. In the 
Old Teftament I find it forbidden the * * 
but it is not Malum in fe, and our Saviour 
ſeems to look favourably upon the Practice 
Now, if I ſhonld apply myſelf to this Rule for 
{ome Satisfaction i in this Point, 1 — not pro- 


b Defence, p. 9, 10. Reply to the Vind. p. 49. Ley. 
25+ 35» 36, 37» 38. Se. Matt. xxv. _ 
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661) 2 
cute all the authentick Hiſtories, all the eſfab- 
liſhed Canons and Conſtitutions, Liturgies, Ho- 
milies, Articles, and Catechiſms, of all the 
Churches, in all the Parts of the Chriſtian 


© iN- World, in this Century, and in all the preceding 
Eye, Ages of the Church; and if I could, I could not 
ed it read them: And if I could read them, I could not 
too find time to do it in. And if I could ſurmount all 
up theſe Difficulties, I ſhould, it may be, only con- 

: fider whether or no it were forbidden Chriſtians 
con- in the New Teſtament; and if I found that it 
The was not there prohibited, I might, perhaps, 
kept with ſome Reſtrictions, conclude for the law 
Day fulneſs of ir, even againſt Councils and Fathers: 
\pol- And now I fancy, that if St. Auſtin were now 


alive, he weuld not give us this for a Rule with- 


tural out ſome Limitations; and you are ſo ſenſible 

this how tedious a thing it would be, to fearch all 

we the authentick Monuments of Antiquity, that 
uc 


you have very much ſhortned our Labours, by 
rt of fixing the Period of our Enquiries, and not · ma- 
king them te extend from the Times of the 
Apoſtles to all ſucceeding Ages. 

But moreover, this Rule, is not a goed Rule, 
to diſtinguiſn falſe Opinions from Orthodox 
Doctrines, unleſs that be a good Rule whick ex- 
clades the ſacred Scriptures from being patt of it, 
which Vincentius Lirinenſis did not do. It were 
better to rely only upon our Bibles, than upon 
this Maxim; certainly, the Prejudice that 
would make a Man miſtake the Holy Scripture, 
would make him to miſtake the ancient Fathers. 
The truth is, it is only a Part, and the leſs yalu- 
able Part of a good Rule, 


Now 
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FS) 
No if St, Auſtin has this curious Aphoriſm 


in ſome part of his Works,' a learned and ortho. 
dox Divine informs me, that he has in another 


part of his yoluminous Writings, this moſt ex- 


cellent Maxim, namely v, If any one, I will 
not ſay, if we, who are in no wiſe to be com- 
6 my to him, who ſaid, though we; but as 
cs 


e added in the following Words; though an 


Angel from Heaven ſhould preach to you, 


either concerning Chriſt, or his Church, or 


any other thing belonging to our Faith or 


Life, beſides what ye have received in the le- 


* gal and evangelical Scriptures, ler him be 
Anathema.“ 
Now, if in giving us a Rule from St. Augu/- 


tine, you had conſidered the neceſſity of this 


Maxime, in this Caſe, and join'd Scripture and 
Tradition together, you had but done juſtice to 
St. Auguſtine, the World, and the Cauſe of Re- 


ligion. And how true ſoever this Maxime may 


be in itſelf, yet I am ſorry that ſo great a Divine 
ſhould ſer it up as a Rule independent on the in- 
fallible Scriptures. 9 

And J wonder the more at this, becauſe in his 
own Rule, laid down in the beginning of this 
Tract”, Scripture and Tradition are joined to- 
gether; and ſo they are in the Rule which the 
Church of Ezgland preſcribes“, and which he 
there makes his own; and concerning which he 
declares?, that he ſhall, By Prayers to God, 
* and Arguments with Men, endeavour ro pre- 
4 yail with all Perſons, of all Perſuaſions, to be 


No ſufficient Reaſons, pt. 1. 17. S. Aug. con. Dan. Petil. 
lib. 3. c. 6. .. 11. 9 P. 2 p P. 10. 


guided 


e . 
guided by that only infallible Rule of true 

« Religion.” And they are united together in 
that Rule of YVincentius Lirmenſis, which he 
ſets ſo great a Value upon 4; who ſays, The 
« way to continue perfectly ſound in the right 
« Faith, is, by God's Grace, to ſecure it upon 
«« theſe two — firſt, upon the Au- 
*« thority of the Holy Scripture ; and after that, 
upon the Tradition of the Catholick Church.” 


This is an excellent Rule, bur how many | 


Authors, and of what Age, the latter part of 
this Rule muſt be ſuppoſed to comprehend, 
is what ſtill wants to be adjuſted concerning it. 
And I think that it ſhould include only Vincen- 
tins. Lirinenſis his Piece, and the authentick 
Works of thoſe Fathers who wrote before him; 
and this agrees yery well with the DireCtions 


received by the Bithops, A. D. 1582; and 


of our Lord 434. | 

But I have one thing more to ſay concerning 
this Rule of St. Auſtin's, ſo often recommended, 
which is, that it is not a Rule of Faith and Prac- 


Vincentius Lirinenſis flouriſhed about the Year 
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Fa (bes 
£ 1 you inſiſt upon ief, % That Tradion is 2 
**; certain Rule to reach us What was the Prac- 
V ties of the . e in Matters of religious 
2 Worlbjp,— * theſe ate Matters of Facts 
v.' which . can be now proved by no other 
. Evidence than Tradition. i; 1 1 ; 
All che necuſfary Parts of divine Woekhip 
due bange bs in the 1 Word of God, and 
menelene dan be proved by other 1 
S e L397 
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$0 18, e ne 4 great deal of hurt to 
the Church of God by your late Conduct; and 
vou are increaſing your Guilt by defending the 
fame. You h have Parts aud Learning'enbugh' to 
 Aeovet © your Miſtakes.” I therefore earneftly 
of you ſeriouſly to conſider whether you 
have not taken that for a Rule of Faith and 
Practice, which is only a Means of Knowledge 
and whether you have hot miſtaken a modern 
| Cuſtom for an apoſtolical Fradition; and ſo de- 
ceived your own Heart. I hall only recom- 
mend t yon che former part of the fixch ＋ 4 
dp ethe Church of England; which run 
Holy Seripture containeth all things wee 
* to Salvation: So that wharfoever is not barks 
«therein, nor may be proved theteby, is not 
t Be Eequired of atiy Man, that it ſhould 
*” be believed as an 72 tice of Faith, or be 
WY chought requiſite o or n recelſary r. ro Salvation. + 


